Thursday, October 2, 2003 


the 


Two LSUS students chosen to audition for MTV shows 


BY N.J. MCMicHAEL ——— 


Two LSUS students, Bo 
Wellborn and Jessica Flores, 
were chosen Thursday, Sept. 25, 
by MTV scouts to go to New 
York City for a series of audi- 
tions, The scouts conducted a 
talent search at Banana Joe’s to 
find fresh talent. Brandy 
Burnom, a waitress at Banana 
Joe's, was also chosen to be in- 
cluded. 

The three selected will be 
trying out for such things as the 
MTV reality shows, "The Real 
World" and "Road Rules,” as 
well as possible VJ (on-air per- 
sonality) positions and filling 
spots on MTV's not yet released 
channel LUST. MTV is also re- 
cruiting for people to take over 
the scouting duties. They will be 
sent all over the country and 


hold events like the one on 
Thursday to help MTV find new 
talent. 

All of the contestants were 
photographed and then were in- 
terviewed by a scouting agent. 
They were asked questions 
about their backgrounds, family, 
friends and experiences, The 
winners were announced 
around 3 a.m. Friday morning. 

Wellborn did not stick 
around for the announcement. "I 
had class at 8 a.m., and I didn't 
think | would get it anyway. I 
didn't find out until 3 p.m. on 
Friday." 

Wellborn, a senior PR major, 
was a runner-up for “The Real 
World: Paris,” only missing out 
by two people, and is sending a 
videotaped audition to try out 
for this season's show. 

"Hopefully this will up my 


Jessica Fiores was 
chosen to audition for MTV 


chances of making it this time. I 
really only want to do it for the 
money. The experience would be 
great too, but I'm in it for the 
bucks,” states Wellborn. 

He will be taking the trip to 
New York City the weekend af- 


Kickboxing offered in HPE 


BY N. J. MCMicHAEL———— 


LSUS now offers Cardio- 


Kickboxing and Water Aerobics 
classes free to students. The 
classes are on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 3:30 in the HPE 
building. 

There was a kickboxing class 
scheduled for Tuesday morn- 
ings, but it has now been 
changed, and kickboxing is only 
offered on Tuesdays in the after- 
noon. 

Kickboxing instructor, 
Christin Driskell, said, “Aerobics 
should be fun. It's not challeng- 
ing as long as you keep it inter- 
esting and keep a variety in your 
workouts, That's what I try to 
bring to my workouts.” Driskell 
is the kickboxing teacher only on 
Thursday afternoons. 

Driskell, a former LSUS stu- 
dent, has been teaching aerobics 
for three years. She uses it as a 
steady job while she is in nursing 
school. She said, “It helps keep 
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Cardio-kickboxing and water aerobics are offered in the 
HPE building on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3:30 pm. 


me in shape.” 

The kickboxing workouts 
vary; however, they usually con- 
sist of 45 minutes of cardiovascu- 
lar work, and the last 15 minutes 
are devoted to an abdominal 
workout. 


DUI speaker...........- 


On Tuesdays, for the more 
advanced kickboxing, props are 
incorporated into the workout. 
Some of the props used are 
punching bags, jump ropes, free 


. See KICKBOXING PAGE 3 
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N. J, McMicnagy 


Bo Wellborn will travel to 
NYC for closed auditions. 


ter Thanksgiving. The trip is all 
expenses paid. While there, he 
will attend eight closed audi- 
tions. 

“T imagine that there will be 
quite a few people to compete 
with,” said Flores. 


"I am very excited. This is a 
step in the right direction. I plan 
on being famous one day any- 
way; they are just making it a lit- 
tle easier for me. Even if I don’t 
get on a show, this will still be 
good references to give," said 
Wellborn. 

Flores, a sophomore Com- 
puter Science major, has always 
been a fan of MTV. She frequent- 
ly watches "The Real World" and 
“Road Rules” and can't wait for 
the auditions to start. 

“T thought it went well, but I 
wasn’t expecting anything. | 
even went home to watch a 
movie, and then went back up 
there because my friend called,” 
said Flores. 

Flores has expressed more 
interest in VJ positions, but also 
wouldn’t mind doing “The Real 
World.” 


The OSA and Rec Sports sponsored an intramural 
sand volleyball tournament on Saturday, Sept. 27. 
A barbecue was held for spectators. The OSA 
plans on holding future events similar to this one. 
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From the Editor 


Saturday is Election Day, and unless you've been living in a hole for 
the past few months, I'm sure the countless number of commercials, phone 
calls and visits from local politicians have bombarded you. The candidates 
have presented their positions to you; now you must make your decision 
on whether to get out and vote, and possibly make a difference or not vote 
and reaffirm the stereotype that college kids are nothing but drunks who 
don't care about anything but beer and sex, 

Although voting isn't always regarded as the most exciting perk of be- 
ing of legal age, it should definitely rank somewhere up there. People who 
aren't even registered to vote seriously disturb me. Come on, people, we 
fought wars over the right to vote!! Do something with yourself. Take ad- 
vantage of the privileges American citizens had to fight to get. 

I was only 17 when I was a freshman in college, and I remember liter- 
ally almost crying because I wasn't old enough to vote in the Presidential 
election of 2000. I was so mad that the race was so close and I couldn't get 


SEE PAGE 5 


Corrections 
Retired biology professor, Richard K. Speiars clarified that the SAB camping trip took 
place in the Quachita mountains instead of the Ozarks, as stated. 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects the 
opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to provide 
information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve students, faculty 
and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as guaranteed in the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. Letters to the Editor are encouraged. Howev- 
er, the staff reserves the right to edit letters for clarity, length, and content. Any 
letter submitted by a club or organization must be signed by all members of 


the group or by the group’s president. The Almagest reserves the right not to 
publish submitted materials. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
Times. 
Comments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Candice Leone, 
Editor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full name and email address, 


Dear Editor, 

I look at people around me 
who are in relationships. I see 
most of these relationships 
crumble. My friends are con- 
stantly either on and off with 
one person, or constantly start- 
ing new relationships with new 
people. I think some of them 
change their boyfriend or girl- 
friend more often than they 
change their underwear. 

As pathetic as this 
sounds, I have only had two 
boyfriends in my life, unless you 
count those few little puppy 
love elementary school 
"boyfriends." However, most of 
my friends have had tons of 
boyfriends or girlfriends and 
they are constantly coming to 
me for advice. 

Anyway, I just want to 
know- what exactly is love? Is it 
just a chemical reaction, driving 
us to reproduce for the survival 
of the species? Or is there more 
to it? In any event, how do you 
know if you are indeed in love? 
Let's face it; love and lust are dif- 
ferent but easily confused. Is 
love when you would want to be 
with someone even if sex was 
out of the question? Or would it 
only be that way until some real- 
ly sexy person came along? 

Is "true love" real? I se- 
riously doubt it. I have seen all 
of my friends claim to be in love 
at one point with almost every- 
one they have dated. They all 
seem to fall in love within two or 


three weeks, if even that long, of 
dating the person. Is it really 
possible to fall in love that fast? 
It seems very dangerous to me. 
Love tends to blind you. I do not 
like to be blinded. I lixe to think 
clearly and analyze something 
before I dive in. Love does not 
seem to work that way, though 
does it? That is why I am scared 
to death of it. 

I have learned one thing- 
your heart and your brain are 
two totally different organs and 
they rarely agree. While your 
heart is saying “Oh I'm so in 
love" your brain is saying "You 
idiot, you don't know anything 
about love!" At least that is how 
it works with me. Does anyone 
else go through that? Or am I 
just a freak? 

Also, I am one of those old- 
fashioned romantic types. My 
dream guy is one who is an old- 
fashioned gentleman, who 
opens doors, pulls out chairs 
and does those kinds of things. I 
consider myself a lady, and I ex- 
pect to be treated like one. Also, 
I want a guy who is truly faith- 
ful, and I seriously wonder if 
there are any. No, guys lam not 
just attacking you, many girls 
are unfaithful too, I am just 
speaking from my point of view. 
I have seen relationship after re- 
lationship fall apart and most of 
the time it was because the guy 
was cheating. It is understand- 
able then why I do not trust 
guys very much at all, 


I also have a problem with 
pride. I am a Leo, and pride 
tends to be our weakness. I look 
around and see these shameless: 
ly flirtatious girls hanging all 
over guys and it disgusts me. | 
honestly do not feel comfortable 
with flirting. For one thing, | 
want to know someone at least 4 
little before I even think about 
flirting. If he is not someone | 
would want as a friend, then | 
definitely do not want him as a 
boyfriend. 

Maybe I need to open my: 
self up a little more. At the rate 
I'm going, my love life will prob- 
ably never make progress. I de 
not want to be alone, but I am 
scared of trusting anyone. You 
see, | have seen my friends go 
through heartbreak after heart- 
break and although I've been 
through that only once, I do not 
want to go through it again. It 
seems to be a never-ending cycle 
with my friends, and I do not 
want to be caught in that. It 
seems almost pointless. Why 
bother to fall in love if you are 
just going to end up heartbroken 
in the end? Is it really worth it? 
Again, how do you know 
whether you will end up heart: 
broken? You don't. It is all a 
game of chance gambling away 
the heart. 

A game of chance. Is that all 
love is? 


- Victoria Porter 


Sex and the Campus 


Is sex worth being stoned 


her children grow up without a mother? When | 
enough, enough? At what point do we say that cu 
tures go too far? In America breast augmentatiot 


BY BO WELLBORN 
OPINION 


In the Christian era, we stofied people. In the 
story "The Lottery"we stoned people. But in mod- 
ern day, do we still stone people? In Nigeria, Ami- 
na Lawal will be buried in sand up to her neck and 
stoned for having a baby out of wedlock. Is that 
fair? Talk about crowd control in America. If we 
had such strict laws like that, there would be no life 
Should someone intervene? She 
knew the law of the land and chose to disobey, so 
should she be stoned, killed, murdered? Should 


as we know it. 


ters?” 


abortion and circumcision are all commonplac 
yet in more reserved customs, they are repulsivi 
degrading and demoralizing. Yet, do we murde 
people for expressing lust, sex, etc.? The presider 
of Nigeria stated that he under no circumstance 
would allow this conviction to be pardonec 
Should we be stoned because of our "scarlet le 


In a couple of months, the Hester Prynne ¢ 
Nigeria will be stoned. So what should we do? 


¥ 
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Bo WELLBORN 


Mark Stern shared his 
eartbreaking story of how he 
led his three best friends in a 
698 car crash in Fort Myers, 
la., with LSUS students last 
hursday. 

Over 40 people showed up 
br the program, in which Stern 
alked onstage in an orange 
lorida prison uniform, identi- 
al to the one he wore for three 
ears when he was convicted 
three counts of DUI (driving 
inder the influence) 
aanslaughter. Although he was 
entenced to a term of up to 45 
pars in prison, Stern was re- 
tased after only three years 
d must remain on probation 
intil 2010. 

Stern, a former student at 
e University of Rhode Island, 
as three months shy of gradu- 
ing when he and four of his 
osest friends decided to fly 
om Providence to Ft. Myers 
each, Fla., for a one-week stay 
it spring break. During the 
feek, all of his friends agreed 
) stay sober one night each to 
rive the others around. But on 
¢ last night, everyone had had 
turn being sober, so the 
fends made a pact with each 
er that the least drunk of the 
roup would drive the 15-mile 
retch back to the condo. With 
0 miles to go, the car spun 
tof control, hit a tree and in- 
fantly killed two of his friends; 
e other friend died shortly af- 


"I had a lot to drink, but I 
as by far the least drunk of the 
oup, yet I was still too drunk 
) drive,” he said. Stern's blood 
cohol level was 1.7 — double 
e Florida standard for a DUI. 
e other passengers in the ac- 
ident all had blood alcohol lev- 
of 2.2 and above. 

The theater was quiet when 
ern started to talk about his 
est friends — Aaron, 22; Pete, 


22; and Jim, 23 — who were 
killed in the accident. "We were 
fraternity brothers, nothing was 
to come between us," he said, "I 
would never hurt them. I would 
never kill them." 

After the accident, Stern 
was in a coma for two weeks. 
"My parents got a phone call at 
3:30 in the morning from a trau- 
ma nurse telling them that if 
they wanted to see their son 
alive, they had better find a 
quick flight to Florida,” said 
Stern. 

Stern's parents stayed in 
Florida the whole time he was 
in the hospital. When he woke 
up, he did not know what hap- 
pened, where he was, or why he 
was in a hospital. His parents 


were relieved, but the feeling 


was short lived. The next day, 
before visiting their son in the 
hospital, Stern's mother went 
outside to get the paper from 
her hotel room. When she 
opened the paper, she saw her 
son's graduation picture with a 
headline reading: "Spring 
breaker charged with 
manslaughter in the death of 
three.” 

"My mother was horrified. 
She did not know what to do. 
She thought this nightmare was 
over, but it had only just be- 
gun,” said Stern. 

On the day of his arraign- 
ment, nine months after the ac- 
cident, Stern faced his deepest 
fear— talking to the three sets 
of parents whose sons he killed. 
"You killed our only child, we 
will never be able to know what 
it is like to have grandchildren, 
we will be alone forever, and 
you cannot take that back, You 
will always have to live know- 
ing you killed our baby," 
Aaron's mother told Stern. 

After three years of impris- 
onment, Stern was released and 
placed on unsupervised proba- 
tion until] the year 2010. The 
judge told Stern that if he got 


Have a story idea? 


We want to hear tt. 
Call us at 797-5328 


Or 


e-mail us at 
almagest@pilot.lsus. edu. 
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Speaker shares pain of a DUI | Bookstore plans move 


BY CHAD WHITE 


The LSUS bookstore has 
been located in the same place in 
the University Center for over 20 
years and is planning a move to 
the first floor of the Old Library 
building. The new campus-wide 
computer lab is located on the 
second floor of the same build- 
ing, and is operational and al- 
ready in use. The bookstore has 
not been able to move into the 
building because of delays in 
specifications of the design. 

The bids on the project are 
due back in the next few weeks, 
and the bookstore hopes to start 
moving fixtures into the building 
in November and be ready to 
open for business by the spring 
semester. 

The decision to move was 
made by the LSUS administra- 
tion, because more space was 
needed. They hope to be able to 
serve the LSUS students better 
with the updated, larger facility. 


into the slightest of trouble be- 
fore then, he would be sent back 
to prison to serve the full 45 
year term. "I was in prison with 
rapists, child molesters, and 
murderers,” said Stern. 

To cope with the deaths of 
his friends, Stern now travels 
the nation talking to college stu- 
dents about the effects of drink- 
ing and driving. "The only way 
to find peace about this whole 
ordeal is to make sure it never 
happens again,” he said, 

Lisa Milholen, a junior ele- 
mentary education major, said 
she thought the program was 
very informative and eye open- 
ing. “He brought to life the real- 
ity and hazards of drinking,” 
she said. 

Stern concluded his presen- 
,tation by saying, "Maybe you 
are smarter than we were or 
maybe you're not, but is it 
worth taking the chance of 
killing three of closest people in 
your life?” 


KICKBOXING —— 


continued from page 1 


weights and bouncy balls. 

On Thursday, Sept. 25, there 
were nine students who attend- 
ed the kickboxing class, eight fe- 
male, and one male. 

The cardiovascular workout 
consisted of a series of punching, 
kicking, jumping and’ a 
series/combination of those 
moves. They were simple 
enough for a beginner, but a 
more advanced student could 
give more to the workout to 
make it more advanced. 

Megan Richardson, a busi- 
ness major, has attended the 
kickboxing class every time since 
it started being offered. She 
warns, "Get ready for a workout. 
It wasn't what I expected—I ex- 
pected more punching bags and 
stuff, but there’s a whole lot of 
cardio.” 


Candice Amison, a comput- 
er science major, has missed only 
one kickboxing class since the 
classes began and says, “It's con- 
stant movement the entire hour. 


The last 15 minutes of the kickboxing 
class was devoted to abdominal workout. 
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Angela McNicoll, director of 
auxiliary enterprises at the book- 
store, said the bigger and better 
bookstore should receive a posi- 
tive response from the school. 

A new feature of the new 
bookstore will be a photocopy 
center. The new bookstore will 
also open under a new point of 
sale cash register system that will 
aid in faster service to the stu- 
dents. Since its new location is 
downstairs from the computer 
lab, the bookstore will carry 
more computer supplies. 

The new bookstore will also 
carry some other new items, such 
as gift items and clothing. The 
staff is also planning to carry 
more art supplies for the LSUS 
art students and expand their 
reference section. They have also 
discussed adding a magazine 
section. 

The hours of the new book- 
store will be 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Monday and 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday. 


N. J. McMicHagt 


You get 30-second breaks for wa- 
ter and stuff, but you have to 
keep moving. But, it's really fun.” 

There were five first-time 
students to the kickboxing class 
on Thursday. The gen- 


combining various kicks and punches. 


N. J. McMicnagt 


H eral consensus as the 
H students left the class 
1 was that it was very 
} enjoyable and a good 
H workout at the same 
| time. 

Ally Thomason 
} and Heather Pollard, 


it didn't seem like an 
hour." 

In the HPE build- 
ing on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 3:30 
p-m., LSUS 
Kickboxing and Water 


The cardio-kickboxing class works on a series of movements 4 orobics. There is no 


charge for students to 
attend. 
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SPORTS 


Pom Squad to hold more tryouts 


BY JENNIFER GANEY ———— 


There is still time to join the 
Pom Squad dance team. Addi- 
tional tryouts will be held for the 
students who missed the tryouts 
or who would like to re-tryout. 
There are seven or eight spots 
still open for the dance team. 

The format of the tryouts is 
the same as they were for the 
previous tryouts: three dances of 
a minute each. There will be 
three judges, all of which are for- 
mer dancers and dance instruc- 
tors. Each dance will test the 
student's skills in turns, leaps 
and studio combinations. The 
dance clinic will be Oct. 9 and 10, 
and tryouts are Oct. 11. A fee is 
still required for tryouts to fund 
the judges and the squad itself. 
The fee is $10, and tryouts are 
open to the public for $2 a ticket. 

Many of the students who 
signed up for the first tryouts did 
not actually try out. O.L. Kelly, 
the Pom Squad instructor, said 
he was disappointed in the 
turnout. "Some of the students 
would rather commit with their 


mouth than with their actions," 
he said. 

Kelly said he was dissatis- 
fied because he would like for 
everyone passionate about dance 
to try out, and he wants the 
dance team to be a good ratio of 
students. Kelly said, however, 
that he was very pleased with the 
turnout of the tryouts. The stu- 
dents who did try out were very 
impressive dancers, he said. 

The dance team is very dedi- 
cated and practices on an aver- 
age of six hours a week. Dancing 
is not all the dancers do, though. 
Weight lifting, running, condi- 
tioning and working out is all on 
the agenda for the team. Prac- 
tices are held on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5-7 p.m, The 
seven women on the squad are 
already working hard to learn 
dances. 

The team is not only for 
women, however. Kelly encour- 
ages men to try out because he is 
very passionate about dance and 
would like to see LSUS repre- 
sented equally. No formal experi- 
ence is needed, but only 


excellent dancers will be chosen 


to represent the university. Kelly . 


encourages anyone who would 
like a spot in the squad to try out. 
Kelly said he believes that hav- 
ing a dance team on campus will 
boost school spirit and that hav- 
ing the excellent dancers on the 
team would give an extra reason 
for a potential student to come to 
LSUS. 

The dance team is self-fund- 
ed and has many fresh ideas for 
upcoming fundraisers. McAllis- 
ter's Deli has donated money and 
refreshments to help with the 
tryout process, and the squad is 
selling cheer sticks to help raise 
money. Kelly plans to hold sever- 
al dance clinics at LSUS to in- 
crease the dance budget. In 
addition, the squad has plans to 
have on-campus tailgate parties. 

The Pom Squad welcomes 
anyone and everyone to try out 
for the team. Kelly plans to build 
scholarships for squad members 
as well as incoming students. By 
starting the Pom Squad, Kelly 
hopes to draw in new students to 
LSUS. ' 


Delta Sigma Theta helps less fortunate 


from 8 a.m, to 4 p.m. and shook cans to raise mon- 


BY KIMBERLY CHESTER 


The LSUS chapter of Delta Sigma Theta has 
been busy raising money for several local and na- 
tional organizations, as well as getting LSUS stu- 


dents registered to vote. 


The Delta Sigma Theta sorority was chartered 
on the LSUS campus in 1980, and the sorority re- 
mained active until 1993, That year, the sorority 
became dormant, meaning that there were no 


Deltas on campus. 
In the spring of 
2002, however, the” 
Deltas expanded 
and returned to the 
LSUS campus, 
“Currently, 
there are 14 Deltas 
on campus,” said 
Tiffany Johnson, 
Delta Sigma Theta 
President. 


The Deltas are a community service based 
group. The money that the Deltas raise in differ- 
ent fundraising efforts throughout the year is used 
to provide scholarships to elementary, middle and 


high school students. 


"The first week of school, the Deltas had a vot- 
er registration booth in the University Center,” 
said Johnson. “It was a big success. We register ed 
around 50 to 60 students to vote in the upcoming 


state elections.” 


Two weeks ago, Delta Sigma Theta teamed up 
with the Black Students Order for the Sickle Cell 
Can Shake. Both groups stood on the corner of 
North Market Street and North Hearne Avenue 


Ax 


scholarship fund. 


* ey for the National Sickle Cell Foundation. The 
Can Shake raised $1,000 for Sickle Cell research. 
The Deltas also host "Crimson and Creme 
Cafe” which is held on the first Thursday of each 
month in The Port. 
an open mic night of jazz and poetry and a place 
where students can come and display their tal- 
ents. “We have had a very positive response from 
everyone,” said Johnson. "I am glad that students 


“Crimson and Créme Cafe" is 


have a place where they can come and show off 


Delta Sigma 


their skills and tal- 
ents.” 

“Crimson and 
Créme Cafe" 
serves free food 
and non-alcoholic 
drinks for all who 
attend. The money 
that is raised goes 
to the 


Theta also began another com- 


munity involvement activity called School Ameri- 
ca. This program allows the Deltas to adopt a 
class for a year and provide them with school sup- 


plies and learning material throughout the school 


year. "This isa great new program that we have," 
said Johnson. "This year we adopted a first grade 
class from Lakeshore Elementary.” 

This year's officers of Delta Sigma Theta are 


Tiffany Johnson, president; Janette Coleman, vice 


parliamentarian. 


president; Nicole Howard, secretary; Delira Rob- 
bins, treasurer; Latoya Larry, chaplain; Alexandra 
Watson, sergeant-of-arms; and Jericka Patterson, 


Deltas ° 


BY NeEiL CASSARD 


basic motorcycle skills and safe- 
ty in a beginning motorcycling 
course on campus last weekend. 

This was the first of three 
such classes that the Division of 
Continuing Education and Pub- 
lic Service will be offering this 
year. The course is open to any- 
one interested in becoming a 
motorcyclist, or who is already a 
motorcyclist and wants to get 
formal training. 

The class has been taught 
by Keith Green for the past five 
years. Green has been riding for 
about 15 years and is certified 
by the Motorcycle Safety Foun- 
dation. The course is designed 
to teach future motorcyclists ba- 
sic skills and a better road sense. 
Completion of the course will 
also entitle a motorcyclist to a 10 
percent insurance discount. 

"The reason why people 
ride motorcycles has to be love 
of the sport, has to be a sense of 
adventure, and has to be a chal- 
lenge," Green said. He also said 
that people ride motorcycles be- 
cause of personal desire. Riding 
a motorcycle is also more dan- 
gerous than driving a car. Since 
only about two percent of com- 
muters drive a motorcycle, rid- 
ing a cycle gives bikers a sense 
of camaraderie. 

No previous motorcycling 
experience is needed to take the 
course; however, a helmet, pro- 
tective clothing and the $150 
class fee is required. Green's de- 
scription of protective clothing 
is “No skin below the chin.” 
That means a long shirt or jack- 
et, full fingered gloves, long 
pants and boots. 

The course starts with class- 
room instruction on basic mo- 
torcycling, followed by a few 
hours of practice on seven mo- 


Becky's Place 
Apartments 


418 WYANDOTTE ST. 
SHREVEPORT 
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SAT. BY APPOINTMENT 


OFFICE: 222-0462 
A & 1 PROPERTIES, LLC 


Course teaches 
motorcycle safety 


Fourteen students learned 


torcycles provided by G&C 
Honda. The students then re- 
turn to the classroom to hear 
about more advanced motorcy- 
cle skills. The second day of the 
course is out on the bikes all 
day, where students practice the 
techniques that they learned in 
the classroom the previous day. 

The 14 students who at-} 
tended the first session of the 
course came from all walks of 
life, Their ages ranged from ear- 
ly twenties to retirement. Hal 
Rodgers said he has wanted to 
get back into motorcycling since 
he retired. He said the last time 
he rode a motorcycle was in col- 
lege and that he was there to 
"see if | can learn something I 
don't know.” 

Sue Trevino, an intelligence 
officer at Barksdale Airforce 
Base, said that she had never 
been on a bike before, and that} 
she wanted to learn how to ride} 
one right the first time. She said 
that she wanted to ride a bike 
for the freedom it offers, 

Amanda Eddy, who works 
in the accounting department at 
Elkins Nissan, said she was tak- 
ing the course because her hus- 
band owns a motorcycle, and 
she doesn't want to ride on the 
back. Eddy is planning on get 
ting her own motorcycle after 
she completes the class. 

If interested in taking a 
course on beginning motorcy- 
cling, or to find out more about 
the other programs offered by 
Continuing Education, call the 
LSUS Division of Continuing 
Education at 798-4177 or 1-800- 
290-2378. 


SPRING BREAK 'O4 


NOW HIRING 
ORGANIZE & SMALL 
GROUP AND GET 

2 FREE TRIPSIN! 


www.studentexpress.com 
Call NOW: 1.800.787.3787 


«NO NIGHTS. 


en you die 
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EDITOR 


continued from page 2 


out there and vote for who I thought should run our country for the next four years. The worst part was seeing some 
of my best friends, who were all 18 and couldn't care less about politics, either not vote at all, or vote for who their 
parents told them to vote for. I sat in front of the TV all night, watching the ticker at the bottom of the screen flash the 
results from each state's polls. | was so nervous I couldn't sleep. 

Okay, so maybe crying because Gore lost was a little dorky of me, but I think it was dumb that people voted for 
a certain candidate because their parents told them to, It is very important to get out and vote, but it is just as im- 
portant to make an informed, educated, independent decision about which candidate you vote for. Don't always be- 
lieve the facts on campaign commercials; find them out for yourself. Do some research! I know, research makes you 
feel like you are doing homework. But actually, ina sense you should be. The people being elected to these positions 
actually do affect you and the laws that are being changed, created and done away with. It should make you nery- 
ous if you go into the elections blindly, without knowing the facts. It's your responsibility to know them. 

If you still have not decided on which candidate you will vote for yet, please visit the Council for A Better 
Louisiana's Web site at http://www.CABL.org. They have an extremely informative site that lists the candidates run- 
ning in each district and questions and answers from each candidate about how they'll handle certain issues. It also 
has issue briefings, information on live debates, resumes for gubernatorial and statewide office candidates and facts 
and statistics about Louisiana and its voters. 

PLEASE do not make your decision before you find out the facts! That's worse than not voting at all. 


ONLY SUPERSTAR 
ATHLETES SHOULD 
COME OUT OF RETIREMENT. 


There’s nothing romantic about lacing up the wingtips for your big comeback. 
An SRA is an economical, tax-deferred way to ensure you don’t run out of 
retirement savings. Contact us before you decide to hang it up. 


TIAA-CREF.org or call 800.842.2776 


Managing money for people 
with other things to think about.” 


RETIREMENT | IMSURANCE | MUTUAL FUNDS 1 COLLEGE SAVINGS | TRUSTS | INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 


TIAA-CREF lodindual and lirstitut 


For. infos. 
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Fall Break gives students 
a chance to travel, sleep 


BY DANA BRIAN 


Students needing a break 


from school do not have to wait 
much longer. Fall break, a two- 
day vacation from classes, will 
be held Oct. 9 - 10. Fall break 
gives many students an opportu- 
nity to make travel plans, relax 
or catch up on homework. 

Many students plan to 
spend their fall break recuperat- 
ing from the several weeks of 
school that have quickly passed 
by, Tara Stephenson, a freshman 
psychology major, says she 
plans to spend her fall break 
resting and enjoying the break 
from school. 

Ryan Ware, a senior busi- 
ness administration major, also 
said he is looking forward to fall 
break in order to catch up on 
sleep. 

New Orleans also seems to 
be a popular getaway for many 
LSUS students. Qanta Hayes, a 
sophomore biological science 
major, said she plans to visit the 
"Big Easy" during her fall break. 
"We're going down to visit a 
bunch of friends at Dillard Uni- 
versity,” Hayes said. 

Ashley Wood, a second year 
liberal arts major, is also excited 
about her fall break trip to New 
Orleans. "It's going to be fabu- 
lous," she said. "I'm going to see 
Ani Difranco in concert, then go- 
ing to eat at one of Emeri! La- 


LAPD IS HIRING 


a 


Starting Salary of $47,710 - $64,059 
Full pay during Academy Training 
Excellent health and dental benefits 
Variety of assignments 


gasse's restaurants. 

Although many students 
have plans to either rest or trav- 
el, many other students will 
spend the fall break working at 
their jobs. Ashley Stanley, a 
freshman pre-physical therapy 
major, plans to stay in town dur- 
ing fall break because she has to 
work, 

Oria Buckingham, a fresh- 
man biology major, will also be 
at her job during fall break. "I 
don't really have any plans. I'll 
probably just spend it working,” 
she said. 

For students who have not 
made any fall break plans and 
are looking for something to do, 
the SGA is sponsoring a volun- 
teer day on Oct. 11. This volun- 
teer day is one of three 
scheduled for the semester. Stu- 
dents involved in the Student 
Success Series who participate in 
the volunteer day can earn two 
points towards their semester 
point total. 

For more information about 
registering for the volunteer 
days, students can contact the 
Student Activities Office, room 
232 in the University Center or 
by phone.at 797-5393. 

Although fall break gives 
students a break from classes, all 
university offices will be open 
during the break for those who 
need to conduct business during 
this time. 


For more information call: 866.444,LAPD 
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Disney recruiters search |Debate team takes first place 
for interns on campus 


BY NISREEN N. HAJAJ 


Disney recruiters are coming to the 
LSUS campus to give students the oppor- 
tunity to participate in the Walt Disney 
World College Program. 

The event will take place at the Uni- 
versity Center Theatre on Oct. 7 at 6 p.m. 
where a Disney recruiter will be giving a 
presentation about the program, conduct- 
ing interviews and tak- 
ing sign ups. This 
programs of- 
fers stu- 
dents 


many 
opportuni- 
ties such as meeting 
students from all 
over the world, get- 
ting paid internships, 
taking college courses 
or earning college credit 
for the internship they 
get. Disney also offers sev- 
eral courses that the program 
participants can take, ranging 
from communications to human resource 
management. LSUS participants can get 
credit for University 200 or 3 hours of in- 
ternship credit for the College of Business. 
Interns are paid and guaranteed to work 
30 hours a week, along with all the free 
tickets to the park and merchandise dis- 
counts. 

Nicole Adams, a senior management 
major, is a campus representative of the 
Walt Disney College Program in the 


Shreveport area, along with four other 
LSUS students from various majors who 
participated in the program. Adams said 
she wants students to participate in the 
program because she loved it so much. 
The Disney Program is in Orlando, 
Fla., and requires the intern to work ap- 
proximately from six to 
eight 


riety of jobs avail- 
B-able to students, 
ranging from being 


thing about this intern- 
ship is that you meet peo- 
ple from all over the world,” 
said Adams. “I even met my 
best friend there!” 

Adams, who worked as 
a parade performer, said 
the program gave 


her experi- 
ence in com- 
munication and 
problem solving skills. 

The requirements for the program are 
that participants must be currently en- 
rolled in a college or university and have 
completed one full semester by the time 
they join the program, A student must 
also have a GPA of 2.0 or above. 

All majors are welcome to apply. The 
application can be accessed online at 
http://www:wdweollegeprogram.com 
and clicking “apply now.” 


LSUS Career Fair 


Tuesday, October 7, 2003 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm 


University Center Ballroom 


Opportunities for: 


Networking 
Internships 
Part-time jobs 
Graduate School 
Full-time Employment 
Information Gathering 


Details at www.lsus.edu/ career 


Phone: 318-797-5062 


BY J WILLOUGHBY 


The LSUS debate team had its first 


regular tournament of the 2003-2004 
school year on Saturday, at Ouchita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia, Ark. The tour- 
nament was an important one for all of the 
schools involved, though it had more sig- 
nificance for the LSUS team. As last year's 
IPDA national champions (International 
Public Debate Association), LSUS had to 
live up to certain expectations of excel- 
lence. And live up to them they did. 

The LSUS team snagged three tro- 
phies. Team captain A.J. Edwards took 
second place in the open division, team 
member Ebony Holliday took second place 
in the novice division and the team took 
first place in sweepstakes. The sweep- 
stakes win is a good indicator of both the 


THE ALMAGEST iS CURRENTLY 
- RECRUITING AND TRAINING REPORTERS 
WRITERS, RESEARCHERS, 

AND PHOTOGRAPHERS. 


If interested, stop by our office BH 344 


skill and unity of the team, as it is based 
the total number of points acquired by ; 
team members. Showing skill and uni 
are especially significant to the returnit 
champions, as this season's team is cor 
prised largely of first-time debaters. 

Edwards said, "Winning first place 
sweepstakes at this tournament is a go 
start, because it sets a standard for the re 
of the year.” 

"Our good performance is a reflectit 
of the hard work that has already ber 
done by the team," said Coach Mary "Jot 
Jarzabek. "We've been working (over # 
summer) on debate-theory seminars at 
research workshops. I look for good thin 
the rest of the year." 

The debate team's next tourname 
will be Oct. 10-12 at the University | 
Arkansas Monticello. 


or call 797-5328 
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BCM launches evangelism campaign 


BY MARTHA DURHAM 


This semester the Baptist Collegiate Ministry 

put a strong emphasis on campus evangelism 
and outreach. 

Every Tuesday and some Thursdays, the BCM 
isets up a prayer table in the UC during Common 
jHour. This is just a part of their increased evangelis- 
tic efforts on campus. 

Members take tracts and go talk to students 
about Christ. They meet students both inside and 
Outside of the UC and tell them about Jesus. 

“Which religion saves? None! Jesus saves," is 
iprinted on one of the brightly colored tracts that 
members of the BCM have been handing out to stu- 
dents. 

Jason Ascol, a senior business major and evan- 
gelism ministry leader, said their goal is to speak 

ith students about their relationship with Christ. 
A student's relationship with Jesus Christ is more 
important than their involvement in the BCM, Ascol 
said. 

Other members of the BCM stand around the 
prayer table in order to speak with students who 

ome to leave prayer requests in a box made specif- 
ically for that purpose. They also have Bibles for 
students who wish to take one. 

Hannah Nicholls, a pre-nursing major, said that 


while they have received mixed reactions from the 
students, the prayer request box seems to have gone 
over well, She said students seem more open to 
speaking with members of the BCM after they put 
their prayer requests in the box. 

Nicholls said she and other members ask stu- 
dents if there is anything in their lives they want to 
talk about or want the members of the BCM to pray 
about. This makes the students feel more comfort- 
able talking with them, she said. 

Ascol said the members have had no hostile re- 
actions from students, just “more of a shock reac- 
tion: Did he just say what I think he did? Did he just 
ask me about Christ?" 

There have been two main responses from stu- 
dents when they speak to members of the BCM, As- 
col said. The first is when students say they go to 
church or simply don't wish to speak with someone 
about their spirituality at that time. 

The second response is one where students are 
open to speaking with the BCM members. Some 
students are simply interested in learning more 
about Christ. Sometimes members find students 
who have a belief in Christ that they wouldn't have 
otherwise had fellowship with, said Ascol. 

The BCM plans to continue this ministry 
throughout the semester in order to share the 
gospel with the students of LSUS. 


the 


BY MELISSA INGRAM 


Are you graduating soon? 
re you worried about being 
prepared for the real business 
orld? There is a class being de- 
figned specifically for graduat- 
g seniors. This class will focus 
pn the professionalism of busi- 
ess in the "real world." The 
ourse will be limited to 20 stu- 
lents. The pre-requisites for the 
ass are Communications 135, 
ommunications 355 and a tar- 
get praduation date within two 
semesters. The class will be of- 
ered for the first time in spring 
2004 on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
af 11;15 a.m. 

Dr. Charlene Hanford-Bar- 
ow of the Communications De- 
partment is designing the class 
and will name it Professionalism, 
ommunications 490. She is 
leaching this class for students 
preparing to enter the business 
world. There is no textbook re- 
quired for the class, the material 
Will come straight from Barlow's 
lectures and guest speakers. 


_ Call 797-5328 fo 
or send ane-n 


Since the course is focused 
on professionalism, the topics 
that will be covered deal with 
different ways that professional- 
ism is a part of everyday busi- 
ness. The topics in 
professionalism that will be cov- 
ered are as follows; in the work- 
place, in conversation, while 
dining out and during business 
travel and conventions. Within 
each of these main categories 
there are specific subjects such as 
daily activity, listening, basic 
table manners and air travel. 

There will be three formal 
exams and two business lunches 
that will count as tests as well. 
There are two specific restau- 
rants that Barlow has chosen for 
students to learn the correct eti- 
quette. One is the Glenwood Tea 
Room, and the second luncheon 
location has not yet been chosen. 
According to Barlow, the only 
way to fail these tests is "if you 
don't come or start throwing 
food at each other.” 

The reason Barlow created 
this class was to fulfill some of 


readers a week. 


Professionalism class to be offered 


the complaints she has heard in 
the community. She has been to 
local restaurants and read in the 
newspaper, and even experi- 
enced first hand instances of how 
students are not prepared for the 
"real world.” She wants students 
to experience something that is 
normally only offered at private 
colleges or Ivy League schools. 
Funding is another impor- 
tant factor in the preparation for 
this class. Barlow hopes that she 
can get support from respectable 
businesses, hospitals and people 
who are well established in the 
community. She is also trying to 
make sure there are enough stu- 
dents interested in the course 
and hopes fundraisers can cover 
the cost of the students’ meals. 
Anyone who feels the need 
for professional pes before 
going out into the real world is 
encouraged to register for this 
course. For more information, 
contact Dr. Charlene Handford- 
Barlow at 797-5396 or chand- 
for@pilot.Jsus.edu. 
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BY JASON LIMERICK 


"Dreamcatcher" 

Have you ever noticed 
Steven King's split personality? 
He's got the great novelist who 
crafts timeless characters in sto- 
ries like "Stand By Me,” "The 
Shawshank Redemption" and 
"Misery" sharing a body with 
the hack who writes garbage 
like "Cat's Eye," "Sleepwalkers" 
and "Nightflier." I've never seen 
anything like it, but "Dream- 
catcher” displays a little of both. 
Now, | probably shouldn't have 
reviewed a movie when I've 
read the book (which I have in 
this case), but I couldn't resist. I 
tried not to compare the two 
and take the movie for what it 
was. That being said, I first off 
have to give great credit to 
Lawrence Kasdan, the director 
of this film. The source material 
is a bit ridiculous and anyone 
else could have made a jumbled 
mess out of this, but Kasdan, in 
my opinion, did the best job 
that could have been done. The 
movie, starring Morgan Free- 
man, Thomas Jane, Jason Lee 
and Tom Sizemore, is stylish 
and well acted. The problem 
here comes in two parts. The 
first is that the story sucks. I'm 
sorry to say, but it's a cheesy 
mix of like a buddy movie, an 
action flick, an alien invasion 
flick, a heartwarming-overcom- 
ing-my physical handicap-flick 
and a supernatural thriller. You 
get a feeling that it's just all 
thrown together like a Franken- 
stein monster that's about to eat 
its creator. The second is it's 
confusing. They tried to fit as 
much of the book in as they can, 
and if you haven't read the book 
there'll be a lot of things that'll 
make you hit rewind to see if 
you missed something. If you 
take all that and add one of the 
worst endings in cinematic his- 
tory, you get a movie that's easy 


to skip. 
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"Boat Trip" 

I don't want to say that 
“Boat Trip” was bad, because | 
really like Cuba Gooding Jr. 
and Horatio Sans. They're some 
funny guys. However, "Boat 
Trip" is so spectacularly unfun- 
ny that it creates a black hole of 
antihumor, sucking all other 
funny things around it in and 
destroying them. Gooding stars 
as a heartbroken man who tries 
to get back in the swing of 
things by going on a cruise with 
his constantly horny pal, but 
OOPS they got on a gay cruise. 
To add a little more hilarity, 
Gooding falls in love with a 
woman who thinks he's gay. 
First, I have to say that I like of- 
fensive humor as long as it's 
well done or at least witty, but 
this was just really bad. The 
characters are cardboard 
stereotypes of the crazy party 
guy and the love sick romantic, 
and you never really start to 
care about them. The worst 
part is the way the movie han- 
dies homosexuality. The ship is 
full of stereotypical, effeminate, 
stylish, crazy, gay guys who all 
have a lisp and love Bette Mi- 
dler. There's not one single nor- 
mal gay man. You get the 
feeling as you're watching it 
that a couple of 17-year-old red- 
necks who have never even met 
a gay person wrote this movie. 
The only good points of it are a 
great performance by ex-Bond 
Roger Moore and by Roselyn 
Sanchez, who is grotesquely 
hot, They're the only reason it 
gets one star. 
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Thursday, Oct. 2 Friday, Oct. 10 
National Custodial Workers Day Bring Your Teddy Bear to Work Day 
World Farm Animals Day Fall Break 


SGA meeting; 10:30 a.m, - 12 p.m. SSS 4th year - Investment Project deadline 
SSS 3rd year - GROUP 2 - Letters (Grad School 
Applications); 10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 


2nd year - Benefits of Involvement at LSUS; Saturday, Oct. 11 
10:30 a.m, - 11 a.m, é, National Coming Out Day 
SSS 1st year - Blackboard Demonstration; SGA VOlunteer Day 
10:30 a.m, - 17 a.m. 
FUPA; 9 a.m, - 10 a.m. S 
’ unday, Oct. 12 
Cardio-Kickboxing; HPE, 3:30 p.m. N ational GumbalDay 
' Delta Sigma Theta; 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 3 Zeta Tau Alpha; 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Techies Day Phi Mu; 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
SOC meetings; 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. : Sigma Nu; 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 4 Monday, Oct. 13 
National Toot Your Flute Day 
Canoeing Tuesday, Oct. 14 
National Be Bald and Be Free Day 
Sunday, Oct. 5 Region 7 High Schools that Work; 
’ : eri 
wor ae Dey 4p.m.-9DmM SSS 4th anand. AheAh Tips; 
PNG O Piiecaiges 10:30 a.m. - 1].a.m. 


Phi Mu; 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. SSS Ist Pa i ; 
; ; ~'O: year - Writing Workshop “Editing: 

Sigma Nu; 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Mechanics"; 10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
SSS. 1st year - Involvement = Success; 


Monday, Oct. 6 10:30 a.m. - 11.a.m, 
International Frugal Fun Day 
Physicians Assistant Day Wednesday, Oct. 1 5 
National Poetry Day 
$SS 2nd year - Healthy is as Healthy Does; 
Tuesday, Oct. 7 12.:p.m.-12:30 p.m. - 
Oct. 7 - 13 is Nat'l Get Organized Week Zeta Tau Alpha Meeting; 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
CAREER FAIRIIII!; 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
SSS 1st year - Impress your Professor; 
10:30 a.m, - 11 a.m. 1 Flap 16 
International Lincoln Center's Thomas 
Wednesday, Oct. 8 Jefferson Conference 
Loveable Lawyers Day 7am.-10p.m. 


Zeta Tau Alpha Meeting; 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Video Game Tournament 


Thursday, Oct. 9 
Leif Erickson Day 


Fall Break 


FLICK PICKS 


continued from page 7 


Jason’ off the scale, must see, all 
time classics 


"The Big Lebowski" 
I've probably seen this movie 300 times, and it just 
gets better every time. I think it may be the funniest 
movie ever made. Directed and written by Joel and 
lace at / m @) @) p mM Ethan Coen, this film stars Jeff Bridges, John Goodman, 
Steve Buscemi, Julianne Moore and John Turturro. I don't 
really know what else to say. The cast of characters are 
the most well defined, completely outrageous, over the 
top, blow your mind-funny group ever assembled in one 
flick. The plot is twisted in more ways than one, and it 
takes you on a freakishly compelling ride. It is one of the 
re |  ] t » most satisfying movie experiences you can have. Be 
"$s ays ¢ & warned- it's not for the faint of heart. There is plenty of 
foul language, some sex and drug use, but I assure you- 
it's all necessary. 


or the LSUS Play 
ing Series 


